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   The Attachment Network  
    is a multi-organizational 
committee aligning various 
sectors, including health, 
justice, education, and 
social services, who are 
interested in promoting  
and enhancing secure 
attachment across the  
life span. 

 

 
 

Missing link? 
The case for disruptive attachment 

leading to high-risk behaviours 

Dr. Gabor Mat é 
in Winnipeg, Friday May 22, 2009  

Themes 
Dr. Maté will be linking the themes from his critically 
acclaimed books that centre around the concept of 
what happens when a child’s attachments to 
caregivers are impaired or disrupted and the 
ensuing impact this has on the child’s growth, 
development, adulthood and parenting style.  This 
information is essential to understanding brain 
development, school settings, gangs, and the high 
risk lifestyles of adulthood. It informs us to 
understand the child in a school setting, the child 
that is drawn to a gang and gang activity, the child 
that goes on to develop an at risk lifestyle, and the  
child that ultimately  
becomes a parent. 

Gabor Maté M.D. is a Vancouver-based physician, author, 
seminar leader and acclaimed public speaker. His four books,  
all bestsellers in Canada, range in topic from Attention Deficit 
Disorder (Scattered Minds), to the mind/body unity and the 
influence of stress in health and illness (When The Body  

Says No), to the perilous loss of parental influence in today’s 
culture (Hold On To Your Kids).  His most recent book, In the 
Realm of Hungry Ghosts: Close Encounters with Addiction, 
explores the biological and psychosocial roots of addiction. 

 
His books have been translated into twelve languages on five 

continents. His next book, to be published in 2010, with be  
The Making and Unmaking of Bullies and Victims: A New Look  

at a Contemporary Malaise, co-written with developmental 
psychologist Dr. Gordon Neufeld. He is also a former medical 

columnist for The Vancouver Sun and The Globe and Mail 

Dr. Mate had a family practice for twenty years, during 
seven of which he also served as Medical Coordinator of 
the Palliative Care Unit at Vancouver Hospital. For the 

past twelve years he has worked in Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside with patients challenged by hard-core 

drug addiction, mental illness and HIV. 
 

In 2008, in addition to his many other speaking 
engagements, Dr. Maté was a guest lecturer at 

Washington State University and a visiting professor  
at McGill University’s Faculty of Medicine. He was recently 
honoured with an Outstanding Alumnus Award from British 

Columbia’s Simon Fraser University 

“I’ve grown up with the awareness of how terrible 
and difficult life can be for people through no fault of 
their own,” says Maté. “It helps me feel there is 
good work to be done everywhere.” 
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Dr. Maté begins with  
helping us define and  
understand this human  
experience, and leads us into seeing using 
ourselves as possible attachment figures in 
creating a community that is sensitive to meeting 
the needs of these individuals. He will draw on his 
extensive practice as part of the caring community 
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside that deals daily 
with people struggling with the emotional and 
physical fall out of addiction in combination with a 
history of disrupted attachments. 

A one day workshop for clinicians, school personnel, 
social workers, child welfare workers, psychologists, 
psychiatrists, and those who work with addictions, 

children and families. 

details at attachmentnetwork.ca  

Frida y May 22, 2009, 9 am to 4 pm  
  lunch (not provided), noon to 1 pm 

 
Victoria Inn , 1808 Wellington Avenue,  

  Winnipeg, MB    R3H 0G3 
 

$155: Full Registration 
$125: groups (4+), early bird, full-time students 

attachmentnetwork.ca  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RE GI S T RA TI O N FO R M  (Please visit our Website at www.attachmentnetwork.ca  for more info and to register online, or complete and fax  the information below to 204-255-2523) 

First Name:  ________________________________     Last Name:  ________________________________   

     Position:  ________________________________  Organization:  ________________________________________ 

     Address:  ________________________________      City/Town:  ________________________________ 

    Province:  ________   Postal Code: __________  Email Address:  ________________________________________ 

        Phone:  (home) ______________________  (work) ______________________  Fax:  ______________________ 

Do you have any physical limitations or restrictions? _____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE BI OLOGY OF LOSS :   

Wh a t  Ha p p e n s  Wh e n  A t ta c h m e n ts  A re  Im p a i re d  

This presentation, based on Dr. Gabor Maté’s books, Scattered 

Minds: A New Look at the Origins and Healing of Attention Deficit 

Disorder and In The Realm of Hungry Ghosts: Close Encounters 

With Addiction, outlines the mental health implications of early 

childhood emotional loss, whether due to abuse in the family or 

simply of stress on the parents on the subsequent loss of 

attunement with the child. 

The impact of the environment on brain development is discussed, 

along with ways of recognizing and helping to heal the negative 

consequences of early loss. Also discussed is the impact of peer 

orientation, as articulated in Hold On To Your Kids. 

Dr. Gabor Maté 
MISSING L INK?  
The Case For Dis rupt ive At tachment Leading  
To High-Risk Behav iours  

PEE R ORI E NTATI ON :   

Wh y  Ch i l d re n  A re  S t r e s s e d ,  Wh y  P a re n ts  a n d  Te a c h e rs  

A re  D i s e m p o we re d  a nd  Ho w To  Re s to re  a  He a l th y  

B a l a n c e  i n  A d u l t -Ch i l d  Re l a t i o n s h i p s  

Parenting and teaching are much more stressful and difficult these days 

because our children no longer look to adults for emotional support, the 

teaching of values, or the modeling of behavior. Peer orientation refers to 

the tendency of children and youth to look to their peers for direction: for a 

sense of right and wrong, identity and codes of conduct. Peer orientation 

undermines family cohesion, sabotages healthy development and fosters an 

aggressive and prematurely sexualized youth culture. For parents already 

challenged by the demands of our multitasking world and by sheer economic 

necessity, peer orientation greatly complicates the child rearing task. 

WHE N 
Friday May 22, 2009 , 9 am to 4 pm 

  lunch (not provided), noon to 1 pm 
 

WHE RE 
Victoria Inn 

  1808 Wellington Avenue,  

  Winnipeg, MB    R3H 0G3 
 

ADMISS ION pe r  pe rson  
$125: groups (4+), early bird, student  

$155: after April 24 
 

fo r  MORE I NFORM ATI ON 
Questions relating to registration? 

   Call Dani at (204) 257-5205 

Questions relating to program or content?  

  email Joanne Brown at 

       attachmentnetwork@shaw.ca 

  

the daylong workshop will cover two predominant the mes 

  V IS IT  US  a t  w w w . a t t a c h m e n t n e t w o r k . c a  

••••  $155 Full Registration after April 24 

••••  $125 early bird, groups of 4+, or full-time students 
••••  VISA   ••••  MasterCard  (please check one) 

Name on card:  _____________________________ 

Card #:  _______  _______  _______  _______ 

Expiry: ___/___  Security Code _____ 
••••  Please invoice me  

••••  Cheques  should be made payable to 
“The Attachment Network” and mailed to  
106-475 Provencher Bldv, Winnipeg, MB   R2J 4A7. 

a t  w w w .a t t a c h m e n t n e t w o r k . c a  

T h e  A t t a c h m e n t  N e t w o r k  i s  a  m u l t i - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  v a r i o u s  s e c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h e a l t h ,  
j u s t i c e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o m o t i n g  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  s e c u r e  a t t a c h m e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  l i f e  s p a n .  


